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Art conservator Anne
Zanikos has nearly
finished saving a 114-

year-old painting from the
Alamo that depicts a key mo-
ment in the Texas indepen-
dence struggle.

After four months of conser-
vation work at an Olmos Park
studio, “Ben Milam Calling for
Volunteers,” painted in 1901 by
Texas artist Harry Arthur
McArdle, could return next
month to the shrine.

The piece, donated to the
Alamo by Milam descendants
at some point before 1970, was
displayed in Alamo Hall and
the gift shop before being rele-
gated to a vault at the site in

2000 because of its poor condi-
tion. 

Zanikos estimates that she
and her lab assistant have
spent close to 100 hours clean-
ing, repairing and remounting
the work, with funding from a
$5,430 grant from the Elizabeth
Huth Coates Charitable Foun-
dation. Details of the painting
invisible for decades are now
emerging from the damage left
by previous unsympathetic
conservation efforts, she said. 

“It would be rare to have a
painting nearly 115 years old
that has never been restored,”
Zanikos said. “But this one was
in rough shape. It had really
been abused.”

Alamo historian and curator
Bruce Winders said the paint-

Edward A. Ornelas / San Antonio Express-News

Anne Zanikos works on Harry Arthur McArdle’s painting “Ben Milam Calling for Volunteers.” Because of
its previous poor condition, it hadn’t been displayed since 2000. But it may return to the Alamo next month.

NEW LIFE FOR
HISTORIC ARTWORK

Milam is shown rallying troops for an assault
on Mexican forces at the village of Béxar.

Painting of
Milam from
1901 restored
By Scott Huddleston
STAFF WRITER

Painting continues on A9

ExpressNews.com
More photos: A slide-
show and before-and-
after views of the art.

AUSTIN — Former Gov.
Rick Perry won one and lost
one in his fight against abuse-
of-power charges Friday, when
an appellate court rejected one
criminal count against him but
left him facing a second.

The action gave Perry a par-
tial victory but, at least for now,
leaves the cloud of the indict-
ment over him as he seeks the
Republican nomination for
president. 

“One down, one to go,” Perry
lawyer Anthony Buzbee said
Friday, predicting a win at the
next level of appeals. At that
point, Buzbee predicted, “Gov. 

Ruling
cuts one
charge
on Perry
Appeals court says
second still stands
By Peggy Fikac
AUSTIN BUREAU

The 3rd
Court of
Appeals has
ruled that a
charge of
coercion of a
public
servant
against
former Gov.
Rick Perry
should be
dismissed.

Perry continues on A8

WASHINGTON — Texas Republican Ted
Cruz, turbocharging his insurgent campaign for
president, rocked the U.S. Senate on Friday with
a scathing denunciation of his party’s leadership,
singling out Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell as a liar.

The unusually blunt attack, a rarity in the
normally decorous Senate, came amid parlia-
mentary maneuvering around legislation to re-
new increasingly urgent transportation pro-
grams that expire at the end of the month.

Angered that Senate leaders had opened the 

Cruz criticizes
GOP’s Senate
leader as liar
By Kevin Diaz
WASHINGTON BUREAU

Cruz continues on A8

San Antonio and Bexar
County are at loggerheads over
a stalled beautification project
on the East Side.

City officials say the county
has reneged on a $4 million
promise to transform a drain-
age project into a linear park
with amenities, a charge that
has irked county officials. 

While the city claims that
both entities were clear on

what was proposed, county
officials said they offered to
buy the land but were never
specific on how the $4 million
would be spent.

“It wasn’t just some agree-
ment between one department
head and … another depart-
ment head, but it was actually
both our City Council and
their Commissioners Court
that agreed to this interlocal
agreement,” Deputy City Man-
ager Peter Zanoni said.

“The county has reneged on

their contribution of $4 mil-
lion, so we’ll have to look to
the future,” he said.

The city’s accusation
brought a rebuke from county
officials.

“I guess I am very annoyed
with the city,” Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Tommy Calvert said.
“We should change course if
the city seeks to throw us un-
der the bus with the press.”

“I don’t think that’s the way
that partners are supposed to 

City, county battling over potential park
Fight 
is over
use of
$4M
tied to
E. Side
creek
project

By Daniel Pérez
STAFF WRITER

Park continues on A9 Billy Calzada / Express-News

Plans in the works for 
San Antonio’s tricentennial
Planning for
the city’s
300th
anniversary 
in 2018 has
reached full
speed. Events
will be staged
across the
year. David
Hendricks,
B1
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FROM THE COVER
and a group pavilion.”

But the budget line also
included information about
discussions with Union Pacific
to buy a 10-acre tract that
Union Pacific owns along Sher-
man Road across the street
from Wheatley Middle School
that includes Menger Creek.

In June, County Manager
David Smith sent a formal
letter to the city explaining the
decision to shift focus to buy
the land from Union Pacific. 

Smith said in an email that
Zanoni’s accusation that the
county reneged “is simply not
true. I think my letter to the
city manager is very clear.”

“The county has committed
up to $4 million to the project.
Our first priority is to acquire
and improve the UP property,
including the Menger Creek,
which runs through the UP
property. With remaining
funds, we will work with (San
Antonio Housing Authority),
the city and other community
partners to provide improve-
ments, amenities and enhance-
ments to the rest of the creek
project,” Smith said. 

deal with each other, and it’s
been made clear in writing
what’s going on. It’s not like
there’s a mystery here,” he
said.

The original project pro-
posed Dec. 12, 2013, was to wid-
en and deepen the Menger
Creek drainage channel, which
would have the effect of remov-
ing 49 nearby homes from the
floodplain. On Feb. 4, 2014,
Bexar County passed a resolu-
tion to make the channel “more
of an amenity to benefit the
public.”

City officials asked the coun-
ty to use the $4 million on ame-
nities to the park.

At the county’s September
budget meeting for the 2015
fiscal year, a budget item for
Menger Creek specifically men-
tioned an investment to “pro-
vide opportunities for recre-
ation and physical fitness activ-
ities for healthier lifestyles.
Potential amenities include
fitness stations, multiuse trails

Smith and his colleagues
wanted to see which option
would give them the most
“bang for their buck” for im-
provements to the area, and
that led to discussion over the
acquisition of the UP-owned
land, along with the conversa-
tion changing to include SAHA
and any interest it could have
in the land.

But the decision to shift
focus came as “a surprise and
somewhat of a shock” to Zano-
ni. He and city officials did not
receive a proper invitation to a
meeting in which Bexar Coun-
ty, SAHA and the railroad
discussed what would be done
with the county’s funds and
the Union Pacific property,
according to Cavett McCrary,
executive assistant to Calvert.

The county’s decision to
spend the $4 million purchas-
ing and rehabilitating the land
from Union Pacific, instead of
giving it directly to the city to
build a park, means that city
officials will only continue
with the improvements to the
channel in October as they had
originally planned.

City officials have already
spent $170,320 for Terra Design
Group to create a park design.

County Judge Nelson Wolff
said the county’s plan has al-
ways been to buy the property,
which has many environmen-
tal problems, from Union Pa-
cific. He said he wasn’t aware
of any specific budget items
detailing park amenities.

“We didn’t say what we
would do with the property,”
Wolff said. “We’d clean the
environmental (problems) and
clean the property, and get the
creek to where it was function-
ing right because it’s really
dangerous.”

For now, the county has been
unable to buy the Union Pacific
property because of legal dif-
ferences between the two, but
Wolff was able to secure a price
of $250,000, and the rest will go
to the city — up to $3 million.

City and county officials
have yet to re-evaluate what
will be done.

“We’re beginning to tell the
community that the funding
has changed; we may be able to
do something, but we know
we’re not going to be able to do
what we promised,” Zanoni
said.

dperez@express-news.net

PARK
From page A1

Bob Owen / San Antonio Express-News

Plans for a Menger Creek drainage project on the East Side have
included transforming the project into a linear park.

have said he conducted careful
research, even exchanging let-
ters with Antonio López de
Santa Anna shortly before the
former Mexican dictator died in
1876. 

Mark Lambert, a certified
archivist and deputy director for
archives and records at the
General Land Office, which
oversees the Alamo, said he did
not know what the appraised
value of the Milam painting
might be. Though smaller than
the pieces displayed in the Capi-
tol, at 3 feet by 5 feet, it is an
important work historically, he
said.

“I’d like to see it become as
well known as the others,” Lam-
bert said. 

Zanikos used adhesive to
repair the work where paint
was lifting and applied solvents
to clean it. It had severe struc-
tural problems, with a lining
canvas poorly placed on the
back, and “sloppy patches” that
left bulges and wrinkles where
the painting had several tears.
The work was mounted on an

ing’s repair is important for the
Alamo and Texas because of the
prominence of the artist and the
moment it depicts. The work,
one of about 40 paintings in the
Alamo’s collection of about 1,500
artifacts and among its few
artworks dating back more than
a century, had faded to “a car-
icature of itself,” he said.

Winders said the Alamo
plans to put it back on display
and seek more private grants to
restore other pieces. 

“We want to develop a way to
completely assess art, have it
taken care of and, when there’s
exhibit space, put them on dis-
play again,” he said.

McArdle’s painting shows
Milam, at 47 about twice the age
of the average Texian soldier,
rallying the troops to renew
their long-stalled assault on the
Mexican forces holding the
village of Béxar in December
1835, when the rebels were con-

sidering whether to keep fight-
ing for Texas independence or
go home for the winter.

“Who will go with old Ben
Milam into San Antonio?” he is
said to have called out at a camp
about a half-mile north of to-
day’s downtown area. More
than 300 Texians and Tejanos
responded to fight house to
house in what became the Dec.
5-9 Battle of Béxar, resulting in
a Mexican surrender. 

Milam didn’t see the victory.
He was killed, believed to have
been cut down Dec. 7 as he
emerged from the Veramandi
House on the north end of to-
day’s Main Plaza by a sniper
who used a tree for cover. Tradi-
tion has identified the tree as
the forked “Ben Milam Cy-
press,” on the River Walk near
Houston and Soledad streets.

Milam, a Kentucky native, is
memorialized with a statue
where he’s buried in the down-
town park that bears his name.
A descendant, Kathleen Milam
Carter, said she’s eager to see
the painting again.

Many people do not associate
him with the Alamo, Carter
said. But his plea for volunteers
played a key role in setting the
stage for the 13-day siege of the
Alamo and the early-morning
battle less than three months
later in 1836.

“I do feel something when I
see that painting,” Carter said.
“I think he felt strongly about
what he was fighting for.”

The other historic figure
attached to the painting is artist
McArdle, an Irish immigrant
who was listed in census re-
cords as Henry but preferred
the name Harry. In Texas, he is
best known for two large paint-
ings, “Dawn at the Alamo” and
“The Battle of San Jacinto,” that
hang in the Senate Chamber of
the Texas Capitol. Each is more
than 12 feet wide and 8 feet high. 

Some have questioned the
accuracy of McArdle’s work,
particularly the Alamo piece,
with figures interpreted as de-
fenders William Barret Travis
and David Crockett appearing
to have a saintly glow. Others

old wooden stretcher that of-
fered poor support.

Using a scalpel, Zanikos
peeled the painting back, inch
by inch, from the lining canvas,
which had once been attached
to it with animal-skin glue. 

“Now, keep in mind that the
original is completely weak, and
brittled; has already been
abused. That makes it more
tedious and scary, because we
don’t want to cause more dam-
age,” she said. “We had to line
up all the little canvas threads
on the tears, get them as flat as
possible.” 

The work was mounted on an
aluminum-skinned honeycomb
panel, typically used in the
aviation industry as interior
walls in airplanes for its
strength, light weight and shock
absorbency. That panel should
ensure that “this poor painting’s
not going to go through any-
thing else” that damages it,
Zanikos said. 

shuddleston@express-news.net
@shuddlestonSA
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